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why sacred prostitution is much more developed in Southern
India*

At the date when Somadeva wrote the city must have re-
covered from its first sacking and the religious life have been
assuming its normal course. It was after our author's day that
the systematic and thorough destruction began, and in conse-
quence we hear less about Hindu temples of Northern India.

In view of the anthropological importance of the connec-
tion of religion and prostitution, and of the interesting ritual,
customs and ceremonies which it embodies, I shall endeavour
to lay before my readers what data I have been able to collect,
with a few suggestions as to the possible explanation of the
curious institution of the deva-dasis.

Ancient India

Owing to the lack of early historical evidence it is im-
possible to say to what extent sacred prostitution existed in
ancient India.

Even in modern times it is often hard to differentiate
between secular and sacred prostitution, while, through the
clouds of myth and mystery which cover the dawn of Indian
history, any distinction must be looked upon as little more
than conjecture. In common with so many other parts of the
world secular prostitution in India dates from the earliest
times and is mentioned in the Rig-Veda, where terms meaning
" harlot," " son of a maiden,55 " son of an unmarried girl,"
etc., occur. In the Vajasaneyi Samhitd it seems to be recog-
nised as a profession,1 while in the law-books the prostitute is
regarded with disfavour. (Manu, ix, 259; iv, 209, 211, 219,
220; v, 90.) In the Buddhist age Brahmans were forbidden
to be present at displays of dancing or music, owing to their
inseparable connection with prostitution; yet on the other
hanid we see in the Jdtakas (tales of the previous births of the
Buddha) that prostitutes were not only tolerated, but held in
a certain amount of respect.2

We also hear of the great wealth of some of the women
and the valuable gifts made to the temples, which reminds us of

1  See R. Pischel and K. F. Geldner, Vedische Studien, Stuttgart, 1888-
1889, I, xxv, pp. 196, 275, 309 et seq.; ii, p, 120; also A. A. Macdonell and
A. B. Keith, A Vedic Index of Names and Subjects, London, 1912, i, P- 395;
ii, p. 480 et seq.

2  See index volume to the English translation of the Jataka stories under
the word *c courtesan."    Cambridge, 1913.